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TAGS:PFOR, US, UR, PL 

SUBJECT :REQUEST FOR DECLASSIFICATION OF AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TELEGRAM 12887 OF 20 DECEMBER 1972 

1. SEVERAL CREW MEMBERS AND FAMILIES OF CREW MEMBERS OF 
POLISH MERCHANT SHIP M/S JOSEF CONRAD ARE SUING US GOVERN- 
MENT FOR DAMAGES THEY CLAIM THEY SUFFERED DURING USAF BOMB 
ING OF HAIPHONG HARBOR ON DECEMBER 20, 1972. PLAINTIFFS 

HAVE SOUGHT A NUMBER OF CLASSIFIED US DOCUMENTS IN PURSUIT 
OF THEIR CASE. ONE DOCUMENT IS SUBJECT TE-EGRAM WHICH 
TRANSMITS TEXT OF SOVIET PROTEST OF USAF DAMAGE TO SOVIET 
MERCHANT SHIP MICHURIN ON DECBMBER 18, 1972. TELEGRAM ALSO 
TRANSMITS KORNIEYENKO'S REMARKS THAT POLISH SHIP CLOSE BY 
MICHURIN ATTACKED ON DECEMBER 19. 

2. GOVERNMENT SIDE CONSIDERS DOCUMENT SUPPORT OF DEFENSE 
AGAINST PLAINTIFFS’ ACCUSATION THAT ATTACK ON JOSEF CONRAD 
WAS PART OF DELIBERATE POLICY. GOVERNMENT SIDE OFFERED TO 
SHOW THIS AND OTHER DOCUMENTS TO JUDGE IN CAMERA, BUT 
JUDGE DECIDED PLAINTIFFS SHOULD SEEK ALL DOCUMENTS FROM 
GOVERNMENT SIDE. IN DECIDING THIS JUDGE GAVE INVENTORY OF 
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SUBJECT TELEGRAM AS REPORTING SOVIET'S PROTEST ABOUT 
DAMAGE TO MICHURIN. THIS INVENTORY IS NOW PUBLICLY AVAIL- 
ABLE. 

3. WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE THAT SOVIETS EVER MADE PUBLIC 
TEXT OR FACT OF THEIR PROTEST, PRESUMABLY TO MINIMIZE 
STRAIN ON US-SOVIET RELATIONS. WE DO NOT BELIEVE WE CAN 
MAKE CASE THAT RELEASE OF DOCUMENT IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES 
WOULD DAMAGE US-SOVIET RELATIONS. WE DO BELIEVE, HOWEVER, 
WE SHOULD INFORM SOVIETS BEFORE DOCUMENT RELEASED. 

4. REQUEST EMBASSY APPROACH MFA ALONG FOLLOWING LINES" 

A) CREW MEMBERS OF POLISH MERCHANT SHIP IN HAIPHONG 
HARBOR IN DECEMBER 1972 HAVE BROUGHT SUIT AGAINST US 
GOVERNMENT CLAIMING COMPENSATION FOR DAMAGES THEY SUFFER- 
ED DURING ALLEGED AMERICAN BOMBING OF THEIR SHIP. M/S 

JOSEF CONRAD; 

B) PLAINTIFFS ARE SEEKING A NUMBER OF US DOCUMENTS 
FOR USE IN TRIAL; 

C) ONE DOCUMENT IS EMBASSY TELEGRAM TRANSMITTING 
TEXT OF SOVIET NOTE NO. 84 OF DECEMBER 20, PROTESTING 
ALLEGED BOMBING BY US AIRCRAFT OF A SOVIET VESSEL IN THE 
PORT OF HAIPHONG HARBOR ON DECEMBER L8. TELEGRAM ALSO 
RELATES REMARKS BY SOVIET OFFICIAL THAT POLISH SHIP SUNK 
ON DECEMBER 19; 

D) WE ARE GOING TO MAKE THE TEXT OF THIS TELEGRAM 
AVAILABLE IN RESPONSE TO PLAINTIFFS' REQUEST OF WHICH WE 
ASSUME POLISH AUTHORITIES ARE AWARE; 

E) WE WISH TO INFORM THE SOVIETS OF OUR DECISION AND 
GIVE THEM TEXT OF THE DOCUMENT IN ADVANCE OF RELEASE TO 
PLAINTIFFS. 

5. PLEASE INFO M US WHEN SOVIETS NOTIFIED. INGERSOLL 
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